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TRIBUTE TO 25TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF FROM THE HEART CHURCH 
MINISTRIES 

HON. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2006 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
honor that I rise today to commemorate the 
25th Anniversary of From the Heart Church 
Ministries. Since its beginnings in 1981 with 
only twenty four members, From the Heart 
Ministries has provided spiritual guidance 
Prince George’s County community through 
worship services and radio broadcasts. 

Founder and Pastor Reverend John A. 
Cherry is a nationally acclaimed minister 
whose message of hope and committed spir-
itual teaching has changed the lives of many. 
Under his steady leadership, From the Heart 
Ministries has grown from its modest begin-
nings as a storefront church to becoming one 
of the largest churches in Prince George’s 
County, providing services to over 26,000 
members. Reverend Cherry’s spiritual mes-
sage is also broadcast Sundays and during 
the week, providing religious guidance and 
teaching to thousands more. 

Reverend Cherry’s twenty five years of serv-
ice have established a foundation of strong 
biblical teaching rooted in faith and love—a 
foundation that his son, John A. Cherry II, will 
build upon. Reverend John A. Cherry II will of-
ficially be installed as pastor during the anni-
versary celebration. 

I urge my colleagues in the U.S House of 
Representatives to join me today in recog-
nizing From the Heart Ministries’ 25th Anniver-
sary and applauding the, accomplishments of 
Reverend John A. Cherry. His legacy of spir-
itual leadership will allow his son to continue 
to his work and influence the hearts and 
minds of a faithful community for years to 
come. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2006 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I regret that I 
missed four votes on May 19th, 2006. Had I 
been present I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on de-
feating the Previous Question on H.Res. 821 
(the Rule providing consideration for H.R. 
5385—Military Quality of Life and Veterans Af-
fairs Appropriations Act); ‘‘no’’ on H.Res. 821 
(the Rule providing consideration for H.R. 
5385—Military Quality of Life and Veterans Af-
fairs Appropriations Act); ‘‘yes’’ on the 
Blumenauer Amendment (increasing appro-
priations for the clean up on closed military 
bases) and ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 5385 (Military Qual-
ity of Life an Veterans Affairs Appropriations 
Act). 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
ENVIRONMENTAL, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2006 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration bill (H.R. 5386) making appro-
priations for the Department of the Interior, 
environmental, and related agencies for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2007, and for 
other purposes: 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chairman, I rise to 
explain my opposition to the Interior Appro-
priations bill. This important bill should reflect 
our national commitment to protecting our air, 
our water, and some of our most treasured 
public lands, including our national forests, 
parks, and open spaces. Unfortunately, this 
bill fails to live up to our responsibility to be 
good stewards of our natural heritage. This bill 
cuts the Clean Water State Revolving Funds 
by $200 million and cuts State Conservation 
Grants to below last year’s levels. Most egre-
giously, this bill cuts funding for essential 
projects to repair and upgrade facilities in our 
National Parks by $216 million below last 
year’s levels and more than $400 billion below 
the level of six years ago. This bill does not 
meet the federally mandated increase in fed-
eral pay and other fixed costs of the National 
Park Service. As a result, we will see cutbacks 
in staff and visitor services at our parks. This 
bill also does not include any funding for 
schools at Indian reservations. 

I am disappointed to have to vote against 
this bill because it did contain some worth-
while provisions. In it, the Congress finally rec-
ognized the reality of global warming. Though 
the bill does not include any concrete steps to 
address the problem, I was pleased that Con-
gress finally acknowledged the issue. I also 
supported an amendment included in this bill 
that would require energy companies to pay 
royalties for the oil and natural gas they obtain 
from publicly-owned lands. This common 
sense amendment ends an unnecessary and 
illogical subsidy to the oil and gas industry and 
allows the American people to benefit from the 
use of our public resources. 

There was a Democratic amendment that 
would have addressed this bill’s most critical 
failings. We proposed a plan to add essential 
funds to this bill by making a small reduction 
to the average tax cut for the wealthiest Amer-
icans. My Republican colleagues reject this 
proposal, upholding tax cuts for a few at the 
expense of important initiatives that benefit all 
Americans. As a result, we have a bill that 
fails to adequately protect the air we breathe, 
the water we drink, and our shared natural 
heritage that we hold dear. 

HONORING HAKKI GURKAN 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2006 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Hakki G. Gurkan of Chicago, Illi-
nois, on the occasion of his 30th birthday. 
Currently serving our Nation in Iraq, Hakki is 
continuing an impressive career in many areas 
of public service. 

Petty Officer, 2nd class Gurkan joined the 
United States Navy Reserve in 2002 and is 
now serving overseas in Iraq as an Intel-
ligence Specialist. He is fiercely proud to 
serve his country and I am certainly proud of 
him. 

Before being mobilized, Hakki served as a 
Chicago Police Officer for 6 years. As a patrol 
officer in the 11th District, he worked tirelessly 
every day to respond to emergencies and 
keep our community safe and secure. 

Last year Hakki added to his already con-
siderable background in public service by 
using his vacation time to serve as an intern 
in my Washington, DC office. He was a strong 
addition to the office and assisted my staff in 
many important ways. 

Hakki received his bachelor of arts degree 
from Columbia College in Chicago and earned 
a master’s degree in law enforcement admin-
istration from Calumet College of St. Joseph in 
Whiting, Indiana. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Fifth Congres-
sional District of Illinois, I thank Hakki for his 
devoted service to our country, both at home 
and overseas. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in sending 
best wishes to Petty Officer, 2nd Class 
Gurkan and all American men and women in 
uniform serving in Iraq, Afghanistan and 
throughout the world. 

f 

IN HONOR OF POLISH 
CONSTITUTION DAY 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the Polish American Congress, Ohio 
Division, as they celebrate Polish Constitution 
Day—sharing their cultural gifts along a pa-
rade route lined with food, song and joyous 
celebration. 

The first written European constitution, the 
Governmental Statute of Poland, was instated 
on May 8, 1791. Poland’s Constitution was the 
result of nearly five centuries of struggle and 
perseverance by the people of Poland to di-
minish the power of the King and also to cre-
ate facets and an institution of government 
vital to the foundation of a constitutional gov-
ernment. The Polish American Congress was 
formed in 1949, and continues to serve as a 
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significant bond of Polish culture, heritage and 
history in Cleveland and across the country. 
The group serves as a unifying force for both 
Polish Americans and Polish citizens living in 
America. Taking a positive stand on issues 
concerning the people of Poland, the group 
strives to attain a free market economy within 
the framework of a democratic society. 

The goal of the Polish American Congress 
is to make Americans of Polish heritage more 
successful U.S. citizens by encouraging them 
to assume the responsibilities of citizenship. In 
addition, the group supports fraternal, profes-
sional, religious, and civic associations dedi-
cated to the improvement of the status of all 
Americans of Polish heritage. The Polish 
American Congress has played a crucial role 
in the Polish community, and in its many years 
of support and service has been an invaluable 
contribution to the city of Cleveland and be-
yond. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honor and celebration of the leaders and 
members of the Polish American Congress, as 
they celebrate Polish Constitution Day and as 
they continue to promote and protect the herit-
age, history and culture of their beloved Polish 
homeland—providing awareness and connec-
tion to every new generation born in America, 
and enriching the diverse fabric of our entire 
Cleveland community. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2006 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5386) making ap-
propriations for the Department of the Inte-
rior, environment, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2007, and 
for other purposes: 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Chairman, I rise in strong op-
position to Interior appropriations bill and in 
support of the Putnam/Capps amendment that 
will be considered on the floor today. 

For 25 years we have maintained a bipar-
tisan agreement to ban any new drilling off our 
shores because we believed it was more im-
portant to safeguard the heath and beauty of 
our coastal environment for future generations 
to enjoy. 

But now the Interior appropriations bill 
threatens to upset this agreement and open 
our coastal areas to drilling despite over-
whelming opposition from the American peo-
ple. 

We should not be trading away our pristine 
coastal habitats to fatten the coffers of the ad-
ministration’s cronies in the oil and gas indus-
try. 

The fact of the matter is that new offshore 
drilling will do nothing in the short term to re-
duce the high gas prices that consumers are 
facing at pump, and will do nothing in the long 
term to wean us away from our addiction to 
oil. 

The best way to fight high gas prices now 
is to hold oil companies accountable for 

gouging consumers by instituting a windfall 
profits tax. 

At the same time, we need to make imme-
diate investments to expand energy efficiency 
by raising vehicle fuel economy standards, in-
creasing the use of renewable fuels, and by 
adopting a foreign policy that does not hold 
our constituents hostage to the latest political 
crisis in the Middle East. 

Today our constituents are paying the price 
for this administration’s deliberate decision to 
prioritize the profit margins of the oil and gas 
industry over a comprehensive and sustain-
able long term energy policy. 

Vote against another giveaway to the en-
ergy industry. Support the Putnam/Capps 
amendment and save our coastal environ-
ments. 

f 

HONORING W. JAMES FARRELL 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2006 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today I 
order to recognize the long and distinguished 
career of Jim Farrell. Jim retired this month as 
chairman of Illinois Tool Works, Inc., ITW, 
after a 41-year career with the company, and 
has spent a lifetime making a positive impact 
on the Chicago-area community. 

After graduating from the University of De-
troit with a degree in electrical engineering, 
Jim joined ITW in 1965. He originally intended 
to work there for the few months he had be-
fore reporting for military service, but he would 
ultimately return after 2 years in the Army. 
Rising steadily through the ranks, Jim served 
as ITW’s chief executive officer from 1995 and 
chairman from 1996. Based in Glenview, Illi-
nois, the company now operates in 45 coun-
tries and employs almost 50,000 people. 

As CEO and chairman of a Fortune 200 
company, Jim was known for an unusual but 
highly successful approach. At ITW he 
oversaw the purchase of more than 200 com-
panies. He resisted the prevailing wisdom to 
consolidate operations and instead gave the 
600 division managers a high degree of auton-
omy. This allowed Jim to cultivate an environ-
ment that remains highly conducive to entre-
preneurship and allows managers to stay 
closely connected to employees and cus-
tomers. 

Jim has always found time and energy to 
give to the community. For more than a dec-
ade he has chaired and worked with the Chi-
cago branch of Junior Achievement, a world- 
wide organization dedicated to educating 
young people about business, economics, and 
free enterprise. In addition to serving on nu-
merous other business and civic boards, Jim 
also instituted a generous matching policy 
under which ITW matches $3 for each $1 do-
nated to charity by an employee. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Jim for his many 
successes, I thank him for his role within the 
business community of Illinois and for his 
dedication to civic duty, and I wish him and his 
family the best of luck in all future endeavors. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2006 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5386) making ap-
propriations for the Department of the Inte-
rior, environment, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2007, and 
for other purposes: 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Chairman, I submitted 
the attached statement, in support of the Put-
nam-Capps Amendment to ban drilling for nat-
ural gas on the Outer Continental Shelf on 
May 18, 2006. 
FLOOR STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF THE OCS 

DRILLING BAN AMENDMENT TO THE FY2007 
INTERIOR APPROPRIATIONS BILL, H.R. 5386 
I rise in strong support of this amendment 

to preserve the popular and longstanding ban 
on drilling off our coasts. First, let’s be clear 
that there is no such thing as drilling for gas 
only. Even the Administration and the en-
ergy industry have dismissed the idea as un-
workable. So this is nothing more than a fig 
leaf. 

But it’s a fig leaf that will bring toxic con-
tamination to our marine environment 
merely three miles off our coasts. And it 
could open the door to drilling in the Great 
Lakes, which is also opposed by Great Lakes 
residents. 

We cannot forget that new drilling will 
have no effect on energy prices for years. In 
contrast, we have technologies to reduce our 
addiction to oil and natural gas that are 
ready to go today. The problem is that we’re 
subsidizing unsustainable energy production 
like drilling for natural gas and oil while 
failing to fund real renewable solutions. I 
urge my colleagues to vote for the amend-
ment. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COMMEMORATE JEW-
ISH AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2006 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate Jewish American History Month 
and the contributions made to our country by 
Jewish Americans. With a culture that strongly 
values education and community, they have 
enriched our culture and contributed to the 
economic and cultural vitality of our Nation. 
My community in Silicon Valley wouldn’t be 
what it is today without the contributions of 
Jewish Americans. 

Jewish immigrants came to our country, 
hoping to fulfill their dreams by participating in 
the American promise of socioeconomic mobil-
ity and cultural tolerance. The stories of their 
successes in our country are greatly inspiring. 

Andy Grove, for instance, fled his home in 
Hungary during the Hungarian Revolution with 
his family under the cover of night, and immi-
grated to the United States. From these hum-
ble beginnings he eventually became the 
Chairman and CEO of one of the greatest 
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